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We were speaking to our 
daughter Kellie just the 
other day, thanks to the 
miracle of Facetime! Kellie, 
and her husband Jonny 
and son Samuel live south 
of Belfast, in Northern   
Ireland. As we were chat-
ting about seasons and the 
upcoming holidays, she 
mentioned how difficult it is 
over there in that once  
Halloween is over, (which 
is becoming a bigger thing 
there in the UK then it has 
been previously) the retail-
ers and decorators jump 
right into Christmas. Recall 
that Thanksgiving is a U.S. 
holiday, thanks to the    
Pilgrims! While some other 
countries have a day of 
giving thanks, the fourth 
Thursday of the month 
which we know as Thanks-
giving is unique to      
America. It serves as our 
mid-point between fall and 
Christmas. To Kellie,  it felt 
too soon to jump into 
Christmas. 
 
For some in our congrega-
tion, the upcoming holidays 
bring with them not a time 
of excitement and joy but 
rather a time of difficulty 

and dread due to loss. For 
some, what used to be a 
time of merriment and fun 
is now a very strained time 
of the year. It's not a     
season of joy, but rather it's 
a time of survival. 
 
On Monday, November 
19th, at 6:30 p.m., our 
church will be offering a 
two hour get together enti-
tled "Surviving the Holi-
days." We will feature a 
video presentation and  
discussion produced by the 
folks that author "Grief 
Share."  Some of what is 
covered during this time 
together would be: 

 Why the holidays are 

so difficult 

 How to plan for the 

season 

 How to deal with     

holiday invitations 

 Surviving “alone time” 

 Dealing with emotional 

 ambushes 

 Managing strong   

 emotions 

Creating new traditions 
while honoring your loved 
one’s legacy.  

Maybe the holidays are 
not tough for you, but they 
are for someone you know. 
Can you send this informa-
tion to them. Or, better yet, 
sit down and have a cup of 
coffee and share this     
article with them and offer 
to bring them to Wabash 
on the 19th at 6:30 p.m. 
Besides sharing "Surviving 
the Holidays" that Monday 
night, we will offer begin 
promoting our own "Grief 
Share" seminar which will 
begin in January. 
 
"Grief Share" is a 13 week 
course designed to help 
anyone through grief or 
loss, be it recent or long 
ago. It too will be         
comprised of video and 
discussion, as well. 
 
Let's be praying for our 
friends, families, and those 
we don't even know yet, 
who are struggling mightily 
during this time of the year. 
 
Yours and His, 
George 
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If you were around  
Wabash when the sanc-
tuary building was being 
built, you know that the 
floors of the sanctuary 
were covered in the writ-
ten prayers of the people 
of the church at the time. 
Perhaps you even  
authored some of those 
prayers! Or, maybe 
you've heard about them 
but have never actually 
seen them. During the 
week of November 5th, 
you may have your 

chance to re-visit those 
prayers or write some of 
your own. 
 
Beginning Monday the 
5th of November, the 
sanctuary will be  
re-carpeted which 
means the old carpet will 
be pulled up, exposing 
the prayers written over 
25 years ago. Come 
down and see them, 
pray, and then add new 
ones during the week. 
The carpet layers will be 

doing a section at a time. 
Please call the church  
office before coming, to 
see if there is an exposed"   
section, and then come on 
down and pray over the 
church. Please be        
cognizant of those that are 
working, pray for them, 
and strive to give them 
room while you pray. 

Carpet 

CALENDAR 
        Recurring Meetings 
 
Wednesdays — 
     9:30pm-Women’s Study 
     5:45pm Men’s Choir 
     7:00pm Christmas Choir 
Thursdays— 
     9:45am-MOPS 
     7:00pm-Worship Team 
Fridays — 
     9:30am-Women’s Study 
Sundays— 
      9:15am-Prayer Gathering 
      9:30am-Worship   
    11:00am--Sunday School 
     6:00pm-United-Youth group 
 

November 4 
Communion 

Daylight Savings Ends 
November 6 
    4:00pm-Personnel 
November 9 & 10 
     T4T Training 
November 10 
     7:00am-Men’s Breakfast 
November 13 
      6:30pm-Elder/Deacon Mtg 
November 15 
     12:00pm-Women’s Ministry 
November 16 & 17 
     T4T Training 
November 18 

Christmas Child Boxes Due 
November 19 
     6:30pm-Surviving the  
  Holidays 
November 22 

THANKSGIVING 
November 23 

OFFICE CLOSED 
November 25 
     12:00pm-Prayer for the  
  Nations 
November 27 
     6:30pm-Mission Mtg. 

Set Clock Back 

Sunday, November 4 

What a wonderful day we had at Wabash Church 
October 21. We had a great time getting  
pumpkins, cider, and produce, having lunch and  
attending the Deacon Harvest Festival. The silent 
and live auctions brought in over $13,000. This 
money is used to help Wabash Church families 
who are in financial need. Thank you to all that 
made this day such a fun time for our church   
family and guests, to those who contributed items 
to the auction and those who purchased them. 



Any Given Sunday 

On any given Sunday, one 
never knows what one will 
be handed! The majority of 
the time it's something very 
kind and appreciated: a 
note on how the sermon 
touched someone, or my 
favorites, art work from 
children! Especially if 
they've attempted to depict 
me in their creation! 
 
Often times it is a prayer 
request, sometimes a very 
confidential request, which 
I am always honored to 
have received; to be 
brought into the confidence 
of someone in a highly   
personal way is just that; 
an honor. 
 

But two weeks ago, seem-
ingly out of nowhere, I   
began receiving these brief 
little notes on autumnally 
decorated note paper with 
the heading of "A Note to 
Pastor George." They were 
all so kind and so hum-
bling. And, I was struck by 
the breadth of authors; 
some long time members, 
others attendees who've 
only been with us a matter 
of weeks. 
 
I wanted to take this brief 
opportunity to thank you so 
kindly for your lovely 
thoughts and comments! I 
am 100% sincere when I 
tell you that it is a delight 

serving as your pastor. 
What better month to    
convey that to you than 
November, our month of 
Thanksgiving.  Nearly each 
and every Sunday evening, 
when Elizabeth and I pray 
at dinner, we express 
thanks to  God for  

grief experts, and other 
people who have experi-
enced the holidays after 
their loved one’s passing 
and who offer practical 
suggestions and reassur-
ance. These people share 
honestly about:  

 
Being prepared for  

surprising        
emotions that may 
hit over the       

GriefShare "Surviving the 
Holidays" is a helpful,    
encouraging seminar for 
people facing the holidays 
after losing a loved one. 
You're invited to join us on 
Monday, November 19th 
at 6:30 p.m. here at      
Wabash for this timely 
video seminar. 
  
The seminar features    
interviews with counselors, 

holidays 
What to do about tradi-

tions and other 
coming changes  

How to handle holiday 
parties and invita-
tions  

How to survive poten-
tially awkward   
moments with 
other people  

Where to find comfort, 
strength, and hope 
in a seemingly 
hopeless time  

Those who attend will    
receive a Survival Guide 

filled with practical tips,  

encouraging words, jour-

naling ideas, and exer-

cises for daily help through 

the holiday season. Sign 

up by visiting the Welcome 

Center or go online to 

www.wabashchurch.com. 

having had the opportunity to 
serve another Sunday with our 
family at Wabash. We truly 
consider you family! Thank you 
for that gift, for not every    
pastor has that blessing in 
their life! We certainly do feel 
blessed to be among you! 
 
Blessings Back to You, 
George and Elizabeth 

Wabash Church family praying for our pastor. We 

thank God for you Pastor George. 
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Winter  Shelter 2019-20 

One of the local, hands on 
ministries that we as a 
church participate in is 
Winter Shelter.  WS is a 
cooperative ministry be-
tween Plateau Ministerial 
Association—the churches 
on the Enumclaw Pla-
teau—and Plateau  Out-
reach Ministries—POM.  It 
is an outreach to the home-
less in our area for the 
months of Dec-Feb.  Dur-
ing the freezing tempera-
tures, our local homeless 
have no options for hous-
ing and few options for 
meals.  Winter Shelter was 
born from the desire to 
keep our neighbors safe 
and out of the elements at 
night during the coldest 
months of the year, and to 
fortify them with dinner and 
breakfast. 
 
One question asked is:  Is 
it safe?  Participants go 
through a screening proc-
ess and background 
checks, are given an over-
view of rules and expecta-
tions, a signed agreement 
to abide by those rules and 
case management at POM 
when possible.  The pro-
gram operates in coopera-
tion with the EPD. 
 

How does it work?  Each 
night homeless folks check 
in at a POM location and 
are taken to one of seven 
local host churches where 
they have dinner, a time of 
interaction/fellowship, a 
safe place to sleep and 
breakfast before being 
taken back into Enumclaw.  
A night’s activities may in-
clude movies, board 
games, card writing or 
sometimes just visiting. 
Christian life is all about 
relationships, this is no dif-
ferent.  Remember, any of 
us could be in the same 
situation except by the 
grace of God.  Wabash’s 
night to serve is Monday. 
 
In general, our guests are 
very grateful for a warm 
place to spend the evening 
and night, and two good 
meals.  They often hold 
one another accountable 
for a certain ethic of con-
duct and speech.  Volun-
teers work in pairs (or 
more) and are given train-
ing.  The predominant at-
mosphere during WS is 
one of friendship, coopera-
tion and even camaraderie. 
Sometimes relationships 
develop that continue be-
yond the winter months. 
 

It takes 14-16 volunteers 
each night—drivers to pick 
up our guests, folks to pre-
pare and serve dinner, at 
least two people to do in-
teraction in the  evening , 
four to do the two night 
shifts, a couple to do 
breakfast and drivers to 
return our guests back into 
Enumclaw.  As a safety 
precaution, two women 
cannot work without a man 
present.  Volunteer sign 
ups will begin in Novem-
ber. 
 
Remember Jesus’ words in 
Matt 25:40:  The King 
(Jesus) will reply, “Truly I 
tell you, whatever you did 
for the least of one of these 
brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.”  This 
program allows our 
churches to put our faith, 
and the words of Jesus, 
into action. 
 
Success stories:  Two or 
three guests from the pro-
gram last year either got a 
job and/or got into housing 
programs.  One was a fam-
ily with two young children.  
One woman planned on 
going back to school.  
What we do does make a 
difference.  In advance, 
thank you for serving! 

Veterans:   

Each year we like to thank those who have served 
our country by being a part of the Armed Forces. If 
you have been in the military, would you send Mary a 
picture of yourself or loved one in uniform by    
November 7. We will  include it in an existing slide 
show. 

November 11 



Saturday,  

November 10 @ 7am 

          Women’s Ministry 

       Christmas Dinner 

   White Christmas 
 December 4 @ 6pm 



Page 6 
CHILDREN’S 
And family 

MINISTRY 

God wants us to be grateful not because He needs our “thank yous”, but because He knows we are the ones 
who desperately need reminders that we are fully dependent on Him. Giving thanks realigns our heart and 
reminds us that “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To him be the glory forever! 
Amen” Romans 11:36.  Acknowledging that all things come from God helps us to not believe the lie, that we 
don’t need Him.  Gratitude and thankfulness is a gift from God, not a gift to God. 
 
Blessings, 
From Children and Family Ministries of Wabash 

Thankful Crafts: Here are some simple 

ideas to encourage a heart of thanks. Make sure to 
participate yourself because the best way to teach 
our children to be thankful is to be thankful our-
selves. 

Kids, remember you 
can receive a prize for 
memorizing your bible 
verse each month! 
Come see us behind 
the children’s counter 
for the current verse.  

Check In Procedure 
Parents before worship, please 
come to the Children’s counter to 
check in your child each week. 
We are using a new electronic 
system. 

Another awesome Harvest Festival! It was so fun to 
combine the Pumpkin Patch and Cider Sunday with the 
Deacon harvest festival to make for a great day!  



High School  

Sunday School 

Tina and Angela 

Montana Mission Team 

6 Reasons Your Family Needs A Youth Group 
Your Teen Needs Christian Community 
As your child ages, they stop forming friendships based on proximity and begin forming friendships based on affinity. 
Teenagers form friend-clusters as they move through middle school into high school and these clusters most often re-
volve around shared interests like sports, video games, faith, skateboarding, drugs, etc. Evaluate your teenager's friend 
groups and ask yourself, "Do they have a Christian community they can rely on when their other friend groups fall apart 
or begin clustering around the wrong activities?"  
 
2. Your Teen Needs A Safe Place to Confide 
Be honest with yourself, would your teenager confess their sins and struggles to you? Probably not. But every week, we 
have students bearing their souls to one another and their leaders in small group settings. I love watching the weight of 
sin lift off of their shoulders as they voice their habits and let us help them through their burdens.   
 

3. Your Teen Needs Models and Mentors 
Of course, you parents are their primary disciplers, but when your teen has other Christian adults building into them, they 
see that this whole Christianity thing is more than just mom and dad's belief system. Youth group reinforces all the truths 
they've been learning from you.  
 
4. Your Teen Needs Purpose 
Your teens are asking big questions like "Who am I? What am I here on this earth for?" Each week we're telling them 
"You are valuable. God made you with no flaws. Before the foundations of the earth were laid, God planned you and 
your unique personality. He gave you a combination of traits and gifts that he gave nobody else and he wants to use you 
to build his kingdom."  

 

5. Your Teen Needs Theology 
Teens are asking deep theological questions that they are afraid to ask their parents, and they need answers. Youth 
group is a place where teenagers can wrestle through the theology you've been teaching them (you've been doing that 
right?) and have it reinforced in a powerful and personal way under the guidance of a youth leader who is trained how to 
ask teens great questions and point them to sound truth.  
 
6: You Need Allies 
On a long enough timeline, your kid will have struggles and so will parents. I can't tell you how many times I've texted 
with parents late at night about their kids and how they're doing in youth group, behaviors I see when I visit them at 
school, what their next step in their journey with God is, how we can  team up to help their kid through suicidal thoughts, 
how a leader can coach them through dating relationships, etc. When teenagers fight with their parents, they often run to 
their most trusted adult for questions and help, and you will want that trusted adult to be their youth leader (and your 



Send In Your Pictures NOW 

 

Be sure to turn in a current picture of yourself or your family. We want ALL of our church 

family included. If Wabash is your home church, send in a picture.  Don’t be left out. Tell your 

church friends.  Email your pictures to mary@wabashchurch.com or bring one by. Deadline is 

December 1. 

 

George Dakin, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Ben Auger, Pastor of Youth and Small Groups 

Anthony Stair, Director of Worship 
Fred Pahlow, Lay Assistant of Pastoral Care 

Abby Hanson,  Co-Director of Children  
& Family Ministries 

Lindsey Patterson, Co-Director of Children  
& Family Ministries 

Elizabeth  Wilcox, Nursery Coordinator 
Debbie Frederickson, Finance Administrator 

Mary Stevenson, Office Manager 
WIRE Editor 

Michael Pahlow, Assistant Custodian 

Wabash Church 
 

18325 SE 384th Street . Auburn, WA 98092 . 253.939.1330 . Fax 253.939.5654 
website: www.wabashpres.com 

Sunday Schedule: Worship  @ 9 :30am; Sunday School for all ages @ 11:00am 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church  


