
disorientation, and frustration. 
 
But, however, it's nice to 
know that this is only because 
we're fallen creatures living in 
a fallen world that is lacking 
order because it is lacking the 
perfection that comes with 
God. Remember, in the midst 
of that confusion, that we 
serve a God who is the  
epitome of order! Our goal 
should be to pray "his king-
dom come" and with that, 
order. 
 
Yours and His, 
Pastor George 
 

I don't think I've ever been so 
anxious to get into a new 
month than I am now as I  
anticipate March's arrival! 
February has been a difficult 
month. What made it so diffi-
cult, I believe, was what 
seemed to be a constant 
state of flux and adjustment. 
Much of that was due to 
weather. It seemed like there 
were a string of days in there 
where nothing seemed to be 
right; compounded by having 
to cancel church due to really 
bad road conditions. That 
whole week following we 
were basically "shut down" 
due to road conditions in and 
out of Wabash. 

I don't know about you, but I 
tend not to do as well when  
things are out of sync like 
that. I really have become 
more a "creature of habit" 
than I want to admit! Why is 
that, do you think? 
 
I think there is something with 
which we are hardwired that 
longs for orderliness and that 
"something" is the nature of 
God. Because we're made in 
his image, and part of his 
character is order, when 
things DON'T happen in an 
orderly fashion in our lives, 
we're operating in a way we 
were never intended to oper-
ate. The result, confusion, 

Finding Order in a Disorderly World 

The WIRE 

A Publication of Wabash Church 

Have you ever felt that there was more to your faith that you weren’t experi-
encing? You believe all the right things, and yet it feels like you are missing 
something? God is calling us to more than just a system of right beliefs, He’s 

calling us to know and experience Himself. This Ash Wednesday, we invite you to join us in      
rediscovering what it means to love God with all our hearts, mind, soul, and strength. Because 
that’s what our souls have been longing for all along; to love and be loved by the One who made 
us. We are creating a multi-room experience that will challenge us to lay down what holds us back 
and encourage us to pursue the God who is pursuing us.  
 
Come to church, March 6

th
, anytime between 5:30 and 7:30, a table will be set for you and a 

meal provided. Then begin the experience at your own pace.  
 
If you have children, there will be a parent-guided experience that parallels what the adults are 
doing. This way each family member can share what they experienced after the event. Take your 
children through what is geared specifically towards them, and afterwards, you can drop them off 
at the Nursery, where childcare is provided, and then begin your walk through the main  
experience. Older children are welcome to join you in the main event as well, if they would prefer.  

Ash Wednesday Experience 

2019 



Human Life and Dignity 
unequivocally affirm 
the dignity and value 
of every human life-
born and unborn. The 
EPC's Position Paper 
on Abortion states 
that the Bible does 
not distinguish      
between prenatal and 
postnatal life. It     
attributes human  
personhood to the 
unborn child. This 
extends to the       
unborn child ex utero 
as no less a human 
being than the child 
in the mother's 
womb...The EPC 
grieves over the  
murder of more than 
61 million unborn 
children who were 

made in the image of 
God. We also stand 
in strong opposition 
to the legal and politi-
cal decisions that 
have led to this    
tragedy. At the same 
time, we will continue 
to offer a loving and 
supportive commu-
nity to those who 
have experienced 
physical, emotional, 
or spiritual wounds 
as a result of under-
going an abortion..." 

 
We're thankful to be 
within a denomination 
which is so clear on its 
stance regarding     
human life and the  
dignity therein. 

There has been much 
in news lately regard-
ing abortion and the 
various states which 
have enacted new  
legislation loosening 
restrictions on late term 
abortions as well as 
care offered or not  
offered following live 
births. Here is what our 
denomination, the 
Evangelical Presbyte-
rian Church (EPC) has 
said about all of this in 
a recent press release 
from Jeff Jeremiah, our 
Stated Clerk and 
sometime visitor to 
Wabash. 
 
"...the EPC continues 
to strongly and      

CALENDAR 
        Recurring Meetings 
 
Wednesdays — 
     9:30am-Women’s Study 
     5:45pm-Men’s Choir 
     7:00pm-Easter Choir 
Thursdays— 
     9:45am-MOPS 
     6:30pm-Grief Share 
     7:00pm-Worship Team 
Fridays— 
     9:30am-Women’s Study 
Sundays— 
      9:15am-Prayer Gathering 
      9:30am-Worship   
     11:00am-Sunday School 
      6:00pm-Youth Group 
NO Youth Group 3/3 

March 1-3 
            Youth Winter Retreat 
March 3  Communion 
March 5 
     4:10pm-Personnel 
March 5 
     5:30pm-Ash Wednesday 
 Service 
March 9  

Plateau Men’s Conference 
March 10 

Daylight Savings Begins 
     12pm-Women’s Ministry Mtg 
March12 
     6:30pm-Elder/Deacon Meeting 
March 17 
     5:30pm-Night of Prayer 
March 24 
     12:00pm-Prayer for the  
 Nations 
March 26 
      6:30pm-Mission Mtg. 
March 29-30 

MOPS Consignment Sale 
March 31 
     4pm-Pilgrim’s Progress Movie     
 

At Wabash Church 

Sunday, March 31 at 4pm 



 

United Youth Group 
 
Meanwhile, at Sunday night United, our volunteer leaders have been doing the talks. Middle-schoolers are learn-
ing about Attributes of God. High schoolers are talking about Faith and Doubts. Shane leads our high school wor-
ship band, along with Oksana and Jess. We have the night off on March 3, because of the retreat, but other than 
that, United meets every Sunday night at 6:00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School 
 
Gwen and Phil Stewart lead our high school class, always bringing the love (and donuts). Juliette Hiller and Deb-
bie Dickson lead out middle school class in Dahl Center, which always includes trivia and baked goods. 
 
 

Wabash Scholarship 
 
Applications are now available to seniors. You can pick one up in the church office or Youth Room. Awards this 
year will be up to $1,000. 
 
 

Montana Mission 
 
July 26 to August 3. Cost is only $150. Registration deadline is April 21. Information packets are available in the 
church lobby or the Youth Room. 

Faces of our Wabash youth 

Youth Programs 
(grades 6 through 12) 

 
 

  Know Jesus           Live Jesus          Serve Jesus 
 
 
  Sunday School      United      Band     Mission Trip 
11:00am-12:00pm     Sunday   Sunday          July 2019 
        6:00-8:00pm     4:30-5:30pm Noxon, Montana 
 
High School students meet in the Youth Room. Middle School students meet in Dahl 
Center.  
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CHILDREN’S 
And family 

MINISTRY 

Every month (or so) we have a different memory verse that goes along with the Sunday school lessons. Even if your 
child is not in Sunday school, all children are invited to memorize the scripture and recite it to us for a prize.  
The Bible tells us to “hide God’s word in our hearts so that we might not sin against [Him]” Psalm 119:11. Knowing scrip-
ture, not only helps to fight sin, but has many other benefits. Here are 3 other reasons for 
children to know scripture:  
 
To know they are loved. The Bible is full of scripture that reveals God’s love for us. It’s  
important for children to know from an early age, how much God loves them. This helps 
them to find their value in His love and not worldly things. Romans 8:39…nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
To love others. As parents we are always trying to teach our children how to treat others. 
Learning to love others is a lifelong process. If a child knows scripture that supports loving 
others, it can be their sounding board when they encounter situations where it’s not always 
easy. 1 John 4:7  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God…  
 
To help them feel safe. As parents we are always helping our children’s struggles with fear. Like love, dealing with fear 
is a lifelong process. The bible is full of scripture that we can point our children to when they are afraid. As these words 
are planted in their hearts, when they feel fear, we can hope God’s words will rise up against it. Isaiah 41:10 Do not fear, 
for I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen you; I will help you; I will hold on to you with my 
righteous right hand. 
 
Make scripture memory fun, try memorizing the verses along with your children. We’ll always try to have extra verse 
cards available on the Children’s Ministry center each Sunday and will keep you updated on the new verse. 
Blessings,  
From your Children and Family Ministries of Wabash 

We have been using the remind app to better communi-

cate with children and families and to keep you all     

updated on what’s happening in children’s ministry. Are 

you getting these texts? To be 

included in these text notifications 

please text the message 

@he6gg6 to the number 81010. If 

you’re having trouble with 81010, 

try texting @he6gg6 to (732) 709-7866 or ask Lindsey or 

Abby for help. 

VBS 2019  
Save the date: July 9th-13th  

Please be praying and asking God how you can help 
with VBS this summer. It’s an awesome opportunity to 
serve and share the love of God with children in the 
church and community. They need you! We need you! 
God needs you! 

Children will be singing special music on Palm Sunday, 
April  14

th
. We will begin practicing in March. We hope you 

can be there! 



The new tax law raised 
the standard deduction 
significantly and it may 
not it be advantageous 
to itemize your charita-
ble contributions as it 
was in the past.  But a 
qualified charitable  
distributions (QCD) 
may allow you to still 
get a tax break while 
using the standard  
deduction while trans-
ferring all or part of a 
Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD)  
directly from the broker 
or bank to a charitable 
organization or organi-
zations such as       
Wabash Church.    
  
The following informa-
tion was extracted from 
an article in TheFiscal-
Times.com web site.  

Talk to your banker, 
broker, financial advi-
sor or tax advisor to 
see if this is appropri-
ate for you.  They may 
allow you to make  
multiple payments over 
time.   
 
The law on qualified 
charitable distributions 
(QCDs) covers people 
70 ½ or older and is 
thus subject to the 
RMD requirement to 
begin annual IRA with-
drawals. With a QCD, 
these investors can 
give up to $100,000 a 
year to charity, allow-
ing most people to 
cover the entire RMD. 
To be tax free, the  
donation must go    
directly from the      
account to the charity 

without passing 
through the investor's 
hands.  The investor 
avoids an income    
increase that could lift 
his or her tax bracket. 
Keeping income down 
by avoiding an IRA 
distribution can also 
reduce the portion of 
your Social Security 
benefit that is taxed 
and help avoid the 
Medicare surcharge on 
high incomes   
 
"The beauty behind the 
qualified charitable  
distribution is that it's 
not a deduction, but, 
rather, the IRA distribu-
tion is excluded from 
gross income," says 
Sarah Rebosa a tax 
specialist and partner 
in Cullen and Dykman,  

donated plants and 
bake sale items.  We 
also need help with set 
up, clean up, cashiers, 
knowledgeable folks to 
help customers, sorting 
and pricing of plants. If 
you would like to help, 
please plan to attend a 
brief informational 
meeting on Sunday, 
March 31 after Sunday 
School. Check the  
bulletin for the location. 
There will be a sign up 
at the welcome center. 
Thank you for your 
support.  If you have 
questions please con-
tact Daralee Peterson 
at 253-797-3247. 

The annual Women’s 
Ministry Plant and 
Bake Sale will be    
Saturday, May 25

th
.  

This fundraiser allows 
the women’s ministry 
to continue hosting our 
events and Bible  
studies throughout the 
year.   
 
Although the weather 
has been crazy re-
cently, spring is com-
ing!  As you are work-
ing in your yard, please 
plan to separate and re
-pot plants that can be 
donated to the sale. 
We will need lots of 

Qualified Charitable Distributions for those over 70 ½ with an IRA 

Women’s Ministry Plant and Bake Sale 

a Garden City, New 
York, law firm.  
 
Therefore, individuals 
who wouldn't other-
wise be entitled to a 
charitable deduction 
— taxpayers who take 
the standard deduction 
— can now obtain a 
tax benefit from con-
tributing to charities." 
 
The bank, brokerage 
or fund company that 
has your IRA account 
can walk you through 
the process.  This is 
available only for 
those at least 70 ½ 
with an IRA. 
  
Submitted by  
Keith Hopkins,  
Finance Elder 

Wednesday Nights @ 7pm 

Choir Room 
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