
line is quite vivid.   
 
Let me ask again; as 
you look to 2019, are 
there things that you'd 
just as soon leave  
behind? Are you strain-
ing for the finish line of 
God's call to you in 
Christ Jesus? Let us 
never leave behind 
opportunities for 
growth in our faith, but 
neither let us dwell on 
that which has been 
forgiven and forgotten 
by our Lord! 
 
Happy New Year, 
Pastor George 

Dear Church Family,  
 
Is there something 
from 2018 that you'd 
like to forget? 
Perhaps there was one 
aspect or another of 
this past year that was 
difficult for you. And 
while not wanting to 
advocate avoidance, 
there may be things 
that have been dealt 
with and are now    
better left in the past. 
I believe that Paul, in 
part, suggested this 
kind of pattern for our 
Christian walks in the 
book of Philippians. In 
chapter three, verse 13 
he says: 
"...but one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies 
behind and straining 
forward to what  lies 
ahead, I press on   

toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus." 
 
Three action words 
here: Paul forgets,  
Paul strains, and Paul 
presses on.  What is it 
that Paul forgets? One 
of the things he      
mentions in the previ-
ous verses has to do 
with his past righteous-
ness under the law. He 
speaks of the superior-
ity of the righteousness 
that he has from God 
and that is dependant 
on his faith. And then, 
following that he says 
that he forgets what's in 
the past and strains 
forward for what's 
ahead. Here his use of 
imagery of runners 
straining for the finish 

Forgetting What Lies Behind 
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Grief Share Support Group is a help 

and encouragement to those who have 

lost a spouse, child, family member, or 

friend. This group begins at Wabash 

Church January 10, 2019 at 6:30pm. 

2019 



CALENDAR 
        Recurring Meetings 
 
Mondays — 
     7-Winter Shelter 
Wednesdays — 
     9:30am-Precepts Women’s 
  Study (begins 1/16) 
     5:45pm-Men’s Choir 
 (beginning 1/16)  
Thursdays— 
     9:45am-MOPS 
     6:30pm-Grief Share 
 (begins 1/10) 
     7:00pm-Worship Team 
Fridays— 
     9:30am-Women’s Study 
 (begins 1/11) 
Sundays— 
      9:15am-Prayer Gathering 
      9:30am-Worship   
     11:00am-Sunday School 
      6:00pm-Youth Group 
 

January 1 
Happy New Year 
OFFICE CLOSED 

January 2 
     6:30pm-Life Group Leaders 
January 5 
      1pm-Ron Brooke Memorial 
January 6 

Communion 
January 8 
     6:30pm-Elder/Deacon Mtg. 
January 12 
     7am-Men’s Breakfast 
     9:00am-Elder/Deacon  
 Retreat 
January 13 
     12:00pm-Congregational  
 Meeting 
January 20 
       6:30pm-Mission Mtg. 
January 27 
    12:00pm-Prayer for the  
 Nations 

You've been CALLED 

               Are being TESTED 

                   To live HOLY 

1 Peter 

beginning January 6th 

Sermon Series 

Sunday 

January 13 

at 12pm 

Deacons and Elders: 
 
SAVE THE DATES 
 
JANUARY 6TH During worship: ordination and installation of new 
Deacons and Elders 
 
JANUARY 8TH 6:30 p.m. is the first Deacon and Elder meeting;  
together from 6:30-7:15 p.m., then split into two groups. 
 
JANUARY 12 9:00 a.m. Session and Deacon Retreat at 
church;  potluck lunch  
 
JANUARY 13, Noon (following Sunday School)  
Annual Congregational meeting 



The Top 7 Barriers to Faith for Gen Z 
Let's jump right in: 
1. "I have a hard time believing that a good God would allow so much evil or suffering in the world." 
2. "Christians are hypocrites." 
3. "I believe science refutes too much of the Bible." 
4. "I don't believe in fairy tales." 
5. "There are too many injustices in the history of Christianity." 
6. "I used to go to church, but it's not important to me anymore." 
7. "I had a bad experience at church or with a Christian." 
 
This list is from Barna research, a non-profit company that studies trends in Christianity.  
 
Furthermore, the Sticky Faith team over at Fuller Youth Institute reports that 70% of church-going teenagers 
had serious doubts about their faith. When, as college students, they were asked to reflect back on those 
doubts, their responses clustered around four central questions:  
 
1. Does God exist? 
2. Does God love me? 
3. Am I living the life God wants? 
4. Is Christianity true/the only way to God? 
 
The scariest part of all this is that 80% of students are left alone with their doubts with no one to talk to.  
 
Fuller's #1 recommendation for parents and youth pastors is this: create a safe zone for your teenager to 
struggle with doubt. Their findings indicate that, "High school seniors who feel most free to express doubt and 
discuss their personal problems with adults show greater faith maturity in college," and also "When young peo-
ple feel safe to share doubts and struggles with peers and adults, they also feel more supported by God."  

The Latest... 
Winter Retreat: February 8-10 for middle and high school students. I reduced the cost this year to $60. Montana 
Mission: July 26 to August 3. 

Information and forms are available at Welcome Center in church foyer. 

How You Can Help... 
 

Drop By:  
I love it when parents and siblings drop by for youth group, whether for United or Sunday School. These pro-
grams are usually run by parents anyway, so it's not too awkward to have one more visiting us. I find it actually 
helps a lot. It communicates to the students, "Mom and dad care about this place, my behavior, and my  
learning in this place."   

Christmas Party 

Winter Retreats 
2016 

2017 

2018 
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CHILDREN’S 

And family 

MINISTRY 

A New Year?? Again! Time does fly, if you haven’t heard! 

God certainly has blessed us in Children’s and family Ministry this past year! Here are a few highlights: 

*Countless volunteers who help love and serve our children 

*4 Sunday school classes 

*Easter and Christmas performances 

*Over 250 children and volunteers at VBS 

*Our 3
nd

 annual Pumpkin Patch and Cider Saturday and Sunday 

*Multigenerational Advent wreath Sunday School 

*Almost 200 shoeboxes sent out for Operation Christmas Child 

And many, many more in our hearts! 

As we reflect on 2018 and look forward to 2019 we’d love to hear your thoughts. As a family of Wabash, is 
there anything you’d love to see happen here at church, outside of church? We want to serve you all and 
love on your children the best we can! We are always mulling over new ideas. If you have a praise or 
thought you’d would like to share, please tell us, we would love to hear! 

 

We are excited for the New Year here in Children’s and family Ministry!  

Blessings, from the Children’s and Family Ministry of Wabash 

Beginning, January 6 
at 11:00am 



Merry Christmas Wabash! 
 
I hope and pray all is well 
with each and every one 
of you! Things are going 
well over here in Towns-
ville, we are stepping into 
new and exciting things! 
 
I mentioned in my last 
update that YWAM 
(Youth With A Mission) 
Townsville was looking at 
getting an old Salvation 
Army building that hasn't 
been used in a long time, 
and turning it into a youth 
precinct, a safe place for 
kids who are homeless or 
are in dangerous situa-
tions at home. Well, we 
have officially signed the 
paperwork and have 
taken ownership of the 
building! We are now able 
to do more building pro-

jects there and really turn-
ing it into a nice place that 
young people will feel 
safe, welcome, and loved 
in. 
  
I also mentioned the op-
portunity of staffing an-
other Discipleship Train-
ing School (DTS). I am 
excited to announce that I 
am in fact going to be 
staffing the school! There 
will be about 10-14 staff, 
and there will be five dif-
ferent electives, or tracks 
each student can go 
down. I have accepted 
the responsibility of lead-
ing the Reef To Outback 
elective, where we will be 
going to remote commu-
nities, many indigenous 
ones, within Australia to 
spread the joy and love of 
Christ. 

 
After a nine weeks of lec-
tures, most teams will be 
sent to Papua New 
Guinea, but my team will 
remain in Australia to 
meet the needs. For staff, 
the lecture phase is free 
besides our own rent and 
food expenses which is 
such a blessing, however, 
outreach does cost 
money due to insurance, 
equipment, transport, al-
ternative housing situa-
tions, among other things 
while we're away from the 
campus. Outreach is esti-
mated to be between 
$2500 - $3000 Australian 
Dollars, which translates 
to about $1800 - $2100 
US Dollars. I'm so thank-
ful for everything you've 
provided for me thus far, 
and for partnering with 
me this past year!  

Ministry In Australia with YWAM 
Thank you so much for 
your prayers, I am forever 
grateful for my Wabash 
family! Without Wabash, 
and the amazing people 
that make up our part in 
the body of Christ I believe 
I would be in a very differ-
ent place than I am right 
now, so thank you. If you 
would like prayer, please 
don't hesitate to let me 
know! I would love to come 
alongside you and pray for 
you and your needs as 
well! I hope you've all had 
a good Thanksgiving and 
are looking forward to the 
Christmas season and the 
New Year! Merry Christ-
mas! 
 
Blessings,  
Cole Marshall 
 
 

Dear EPC Church, 
 
Thank you very much for 
your generous support of 
our “Welcome Back,  
Andrew!” Fund. In the 
time since we  
announced the fund, the 
balance has grown to 
about $80,000. Thank 
you for caring for Andrew 
and Norine in this way as 
they begin to recover 
from their two-year ordeal 
in Turkey. 
 
Donations to the fund will 
be sent to Christ Commu-
nity Church in Montreat, 
N.C. (the Brunsons’ home 

congregation) to finance a 
Missionary-in-Residence 
position. This role was 
created specifically for 
Andrew and Norine as a 
“safe place” to rest and 
recover as they face the 
challenges of resettling 
back in the U.S. after 25 
years in Turkey. Their 
primary responsibility as 
Missionary-in-Residence 
will be to heal and discern 
God’s direction for their 
future. 
In addition to compensa-
tion and benefits, your 
gifts will go toward ship-
ping the Brunsons’ be-
longings from Turkey to 

the United States; a travel 
allowance to help the 
them reconnect with their 
adult children (who live in 
three different parts of the 
U.S.); court costs Andrew 
incurred with his convic-
tion of terrorism charges; 
and medical and spiritual 
help they will need in the 
months ahead. 
 
We are roughly halfway to 
the goal of $160,000. 
Would you help us reach 
the finish line by the end 
of December? One way 
to do this is to publicize 
this fund on your church 
website, newsletter,  

Andrew Brunson Update 

and Sunday bulletin. The 
website for the “Welcome 
Back, Andrew!” Fund is 
www.epc.org/donate/
welcomebackandrew, 
which provides a secure, 
online donation form. 
There also are instructions 
for donating by text-to-
give, and the mailing ad-
dress for those who prefer 
to write checks. 
  
Thank you for continuing 
to bless Andrew and 
Norine in this tangible way 
this Christmas season. 
  
Dr. Jeff  Jeremiah 

https://epc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13f0b00994e5d04a07ae223aa&id=e2a5476e0f&e=3d7d29d18c
https://epc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13f0b00994e5d04a07ae223aa&id=e2a5476e0f&e=3d7d29d18c


Winter Adult Sunday School Classes  
 
The Commands and  
Teachings of Jesus 
 
Jesus said, “You are my 
friends if you do what I    
command” (John 15:14).   He 
also said, “If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my 
disciples” (John 8:31).  In 
John 14:15 and 23, he says, 
“If you love me, keep my 
commands. …Anyone who 
loves me will obey my teach-
ing.  My Father will love 
them, and we will come to 
them and make our home 
with them.” 
 
These are very significant 
statements, and I felt it would 
be important to devote a 
class (or a class series) to 
examining many of the   
commands and instructions 
Jesus gave us.   Each week 
we will look at a few of Jesus’ 
commands in some depth, 
and we will discuss what they 
look like in practice as we 
live our daily lives.  The    
format will be a brief teaching 
in each instruction followed 
by class discussion of how 
each applies.  Prepare to be 
challenged! 
 
Led by Dennis Carlson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church History 
 
Many committed, knowledge-
able believers still know little 
about the history of the 
church. As a result, they’re 
missing a testament to God’s 
steadfastness over the    
centuries. Now, a          

monumental new teaching 
series sheds crucial light on 
church history, demonstrat-
ing God’s promise to build 
and preserve his church so 
that “the gates of hell will not 
prevail against it” (Matt. 
16:18). Join Dr. W. Robert 
Godfrey as he takes believ-
ers through the lecture series 
covering theology, apologet-
ics, notable church fathers, 
and much more. 
 
We will continue with part 4 
of this series, 
 
A Survey of Church His-
tory, Part 4 A.D. 1600-1800 
As the Protestant church car-
ried the Reformation into the 
seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, it faced numerous 
challenges from without and 
from within. Europe was wit-
nessing dramatic changes as 
the medieval world began to 
give way to the modern. Hav-
ing broken with the Roman 
Catholic Church, Protestants 
faced the prospect of ever-
deepening division among its 
own members. But despite 
the numerous threats, the 
Reformed church pressed 
forward. In this series, join 
Dr. W. Robert Godfrey as he 
surveys the history of the 
Reformed church in the Eng-
lish-speaking world. You will 
study the Puritans from Eng-
land to New England. You 
will also meet such notable 
figures as John and Charles 
Wesley, George Whitefield, 
and Jonathan Edwards, all of 
whom played major roles in 
the First Great Awakening. 
 
Facilitator:  JP Wilcox 
 
 
 
 

 
Truth On Trial 
 
What happens to truth      
because of sin? Scientists 
have claimed that the       
evidence for creation is    
inconclusive, but the Bible 
says God created everything, 
and from nothing! 
 
Jesus said, “He who is on the 
side of truth listens to Me.” to 
which Pilate commented, 
“what is truth?” (John 18:37-
38). There is a story to be 
told about how we go from 
absolute truth to relativism. 
 
This class will look at the 
story of truth from the      
Garden of Eden to the end of 
the millennial reign of Christ, 
and provide the foundation 
by which we can interpret 
what is going on in our world 
today. We will look at the 
Creation/Evolution debate 
and/because of our God-
given foundation, show that 
there is overwhelming      
evidence for creation. As 
Christians, we begin with 
God? We will also look at 
U.S. history in this same light 
to reveal how to recognize 
God’s activity in our lives. We 
will also tie in some basic 
Christian psychology to show 
how the connection with truth 
is lost (or preserved). 
 
The central purpose of this 
class is to show the critical 
role God’s Word plays in 
building and maintaining the 
Christian walk. Come with 
your questions and doubts, 
but mostly come to have your 
Christian life challenged and 
supported. 
 
Facilitator;  Ken Parkhurst 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2016.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2016.18


A heart felt thanks to my 

church family for all of the 

wonderful cards, letters, 

flowers and visits I have 

received recently.  It has 

been quite a time with 

Ron’s passing and me    

falling and then having hip 

surgery. God has been 

watching over me. I have 

felt your love during this 

time. Thank you. 

    Jonie Brooke 

Women’s Bible Studies Beginning in 2019: 
Wednesdays beginning January 16 at 9:30am. Join us to study the first 6 
chapters of Daniel. Precept Upon Precept  Daniel Part 1 - Living Out a    
Biblical Worldview - Threatened with death, Daniel stuck to his guns and 
refused to adopt a pagan lifestyle. His worldview had God at the center and 
he lived it out even under extreme pressure to change. Learn to adopt a    
biblical worldview and adhere to it even when it's not the norm. 
 
Fridays we will be doing a study called Redeemed by Angela Thomas-Pharr. 
The moment you accept Jesus as the Lord over your life, you are redeemed. 
As the redeemed, we experience a lifelong journey of being transformed into 
His image. As redeemed women we grow in the grace of Christ, and He calls 
us to extend grace to others.  Childcare is available upon reservation. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday  

January 12 

7am Garrett Hall 

Men! 

Love to sing? 

Join the Men’s Choir 

Rehearsals, Wednesdays 

5:45-7pm 

Come January 16 
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