
and then the two of them 
having their son Sawyer 
ALSO on the 7th of Decem-
ber, you can see why     
December remains an "up" 
month for me!  
 
But let me remind you of the 
greatest birth of all, how-
ever. Most likely NOT in 
December, but celebrated 
that way for centuries, is the 
birth of the King of Kings! I 
pray that you are able to 
bask in the glow of the Light 
of Life this December!    
Remember that because of 
HIS birth, you are given a 
New Birth!   December, 
while a struggle for some, 
can also have the joy and 
excitement of new birth and 
new life as we gather 
around the  manger and 
worship the new born King! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor George 

 

December is always such 
an "up" month! As far back 
as I can remember,       
December was always 
awaited with great anticipa-
tion. The obvious reason 
for any kid is that this is the 
month of Christmas. But in 
my life, December's joy 
began with December 1st; 
my sister's birthday. I must 
admit the excitement of 
that date for me was cake! 
Eleven days later, my birth-
day rolled around and that 
again meant cake, and this 
time, presents. But almost 
more exciting for me was 
the placement of the fake 
plastic electric candles on 
the 12th. It was one of the 
only real Christmas       
traditions I remember as a 
kid. On the 12th we'd get 
out the candles from the 
long rectangular box in the 
rafters of the garage where 

all the Christmas decora-
tions were stored. Each 
bedroom would get one 
candle and it would be 
placed on one of the     
window sills in the room 
and then, as soon as    
darkness came, they'd be 
plugged in; and this every 
night until Christmas. I 
think I can still envision 
going to sleep with a smile 
on my face with the soft 
glow of the candle in the 
room. 
 
The excitement and joy 
only increased as Elizabeth 
and I married, and her   
December 8th birthday got 
introduced into the month 
of joy! A year and 8 months 
later, we added Alex to our 
December joy on the 30th!  
And with Alex marrying 
Ashlee, who celebrates a 
birthday on December 7th, 
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December 2018 

December 24 

7pm 

December = Anticipation, Joy, and Cake 



CALENDAR 
        Recurring Meetings 
 
Mondays — 
     Winter Shelter 
Wednesdays — 
     5:45pm-Men’s Choir 
     7:00pm-Christmas Choir 
Thursdays— 
     9:45am-MOPS 
     7:00pm-Worship Team 
Fridays— 
     9:30am-Women’s Study 
Sundays— 
      9:15am-Prayer Gathering 
      9:30am-Worship   
     11:00am-Sunday School 
      6:00pm-Youth Group 
 

Advent Wreath Making Workshop 
 
December 2nd  On this first Sunday in advent, join us as the whole church 
family joins together in Garrett Hall during the Sunday school hour for an 
Advent Wreath Making Workshop. We'll provide all materials (enough for 
one wreath per family), Pastor George will share about the history and 
meaning behind the Advent Wreath, and we'll provide you with a take home 
booklet to guide your personal or family worship time at home. Join us for a 
festive and worshipful time for the entire church family! 

 Holly Jolly Christmas  

Continental Breakfast 

 
Sunday, December 23. at 9am, come 

celebrate the season with a light 
breakfast while you fellowship with 

your church family. 

December 2 
Communion 

December 4 
     6pm-Women’s Christmas  
 Dinner 
December 5 
     4:10pm-Personnel 
December 8 
     7am-Men’s Breakfast 
December 9 
     12-Women’s Ministry Mtg 
December 11 
     6:30-Elder/Deacon 
 Christmas Potluck 
December 12 

Pastor George’s Birthday! 
December 23 
     9am-Continental Breakfast 
December 24 

Christmas Eve 
     7pm- 

Candlelight Communion 
December 25 

Christmas Day 
Birthday of The King! 

December 30 
     9;30am-Worship 
    11:00am-NO Sunday  
 School 

Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, December 8 

7am Garrett Hall 

Beginning January 1 

 

Office Hours 
Monday--Thursday 

Closed on Friday 



This One Factor Makes Young People 250% More Likely to Stick With Church 
 

Young people are leaving church at an alarming rate. So what can you do about it? How can you make sure that young 
people, especially your own children, don't drop out of church? Well, simply stated, there’s one thing you should be fo-
cusing on more than anything else.  
 
I know what you might be thinking. You think young people want louder music. They want more extravagant lighting and 
stage design. They want a haze-filled sanctuary and a "lead" pastor with skinny jeans.  
 
In fact, this one thing couldn’t be more different from those types of aims. The best part: we actually have real data from 
churches on how this one thing makes a difference.  
 
When I was a kid and teenager, I went to church, but I didn't feel like I belonged. I went to a different school than all of 
the church kids. I lived in a different neighborhood. My parents weren't friends with other kids' parents. I didn't know any 
Bible answers at Sunday school. Not only did I not belong, not only was I destined to drop out of church, I begged my 
parents every week to let me drop out of church right now! 
 
But then something changed. I went on the mission trip with my church's youth group. I did not become a Christian on 
that mission trip, but it did change my life. How? For the first time in 8 years at that church, I felt like there was a group of 
people that accepted me. It was belonging. It was relationships. And it was not just belonging and relationships with kids 
my age, but also relationships with the older teens, with my youth pastor, with our adult volunteer leaders.  
 
The best thing that you can do to keep your children and other young people connected to church, and not drop out, is 
relationship, especially cross-generational relationship. 
 
We have data on this. 
 
This comes from Barna. Those who stay in church, versus those who drop out of church, are 250% more likely to have a 
close, personal friendship with an adult inside the church. And it doesn't matter whether it's organic friendships or super-
strategic and intentional adult-to-student mentoring. The same pattern exists either way.  
 
Please allow me to reiterate – young people who have an adult mentor at the church, other than their pastor, are 250% 
more likely to stay in church into adulthood. To put it another way, young people without this are 250% more likely to 
drop out of church. Just, wow.  
 
Here is another statistic you might not know: Wabash United, our youth ministry, has 15 adult leaders making connec-
tions with middle and high school students on a weekly basis. Amazing, right?   

How You Can Help... 
 
Pray for us. Pray for the students.  
There's a spiritual battle over each student's identity, time, and worldview. Ask God to help us win.   



CHILDREN’S 
And family 

MINISTRY 

I love Christmas!!!  I love every.single.thing about it. I look forward to the next Christmas as soon as the last one has 
passed. (I do wait until after Thanksgiving to officially start decorating and celebrating, though.) However, as the tree and 
décor are going up….you can be sure that I have all of our Christmas plans and activities laid out. I have everything on 
the calendar; I have almost every meal and baking plan figured out; and I have every other detail thought through.  In 
fact, most of the time my Christmas presents are completely purchased and even wrapped before the tree is even up.  
I am a planner!!  (Especially with things I love and look forward to.)  And I usually feel pretty proud of myself for getting 
all of this stuff done.  But guess what? NOT this year!!  Because as nice and organized and prepared as that may sound 
to you, it never works out the way I hope and plan!  Plans often end up changing, kids get sick, school/sporting activities 
pop up that weren’t on my radar, my husband has to work late sometimes, and I forget what I have bought for people 
(remember, the presents are already wrapped). Unfortunately it has taken me a few years to stop and realize that my 
system is not working. In my “Jesus Calling” book (by Sarah Young) it reminds us that “We will not find Jesus’ peace by 
engaging in excessive planning and attempting to control the future”, and that “Jesus did not design the human mind to 
figure out the future,” and to “turn from the path of planning to the path of peace,” which is by turning everything over into 
His care and walking through every moment with Him. DUHHHHHHH!!!!  So simple and obvious right? Of course that’s 
the way He wants us to be, especially during this season that is ALL.ABOUT.HIM!!!  (Ok, sometimes it takes me a few 
mess-ups and hearing things 101 times to get my act together.)  So this season I’m taking a step back from my exces-
sive planning and choosing to walk this one out WITH HIM and FOR HIM.   
 
Proverbs 19:21 “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” 
Thank you Lord, for your wonderful gift and for this beautiful and wonderful time of year. Please be with me every step of 
the way and let me not get caught up in my own plans that I lose sight of you, the reason for this beautiful season.  Amen 

Thank you all who took the time to fill the 

shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. It’s 

amazing what God can do through something 

as small as a shoebox! To see the effects of 

OCC, I invite you to look up videos and testi-

monies of lives that are changed because of this 

simple act. 

Does your family have an advent tradition? Taking 

time for an advent tradition is a great way to tie chil-

dren’s excitement of Christmas to its true meaning. 

There are many traditions out there.  

Christmas Performance, December 23 

Children will be singing during the church service on 
December 23

rd
. We will be practicing in Garrett Hall  

immediately following church service each Sunday. 



Along with the advent wreath, this year, I’m going to consider reading a book each Sunday of advent that tells 

the Christmas story in different way. Here is a list of books that keep Christ in Christmas! 



Women’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Advent Sunday School Class 

 

Did you know your purchases 
can make a difference?   
AmazonSmile donates to   
Wabash Church when you do 
your holiday shopping at 
smile.amazon.com/ch/91-
0859951. 

In this presentation you'll 
learn why it is that the 
world needs Christmas, 
that God needs      
Christmas, and that we 
need Christmas! Come 
and find out why, each 
Sunday in Advent! 
 
 

December 9, 16, and 
23  Will feature Sunday 
school as usual, with one 
class for all adults during 
Advent. We'll view      
together the video      
entitled "Who Needs 
Christmas" featuring 
Pastor Andy Stanley.  
 

December 30  
NO Sunday School. 

pressure to change. 
Learn to adopt a biblical 
worldview and adhere to 
it even when it's not the 
norm. 
 
We meet each Wednes-
day morning at from 9:30
-11:30am beginning 
January 16. 

Join us to study the first 6 
chapters of Daniel. 
Precept Upon Pre-
cept  Daniel Part 1 - Liv-
ing Out a Biblical 
Worldview -  
Threatened with death, 
Daniel stuck to his guns 
and refused to adopt a 
pagan lifestyle. His 
worldview had God at the 
center and he lived it out 
even under extreme 

Year End Contribution  
Notice 
 
Donors must deliver or mail (and post-
mark) checks on or before December 31, 
2018, In order to claim a charitable con-
tribution deduction for 2018. Checks that 
are placed in the church offering on the 
first Sunday in 2019 will not qualify for a 
charitable contribution deduction in 2018, 
even if the check was actually written in 
2018. If you have any questions about 
the deductibility of your contribution, 
please call Debbie Frederickson at the 
church office 253.939.1330 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=YHPN87VVYJ79&K=2ULFO5HZTK05F&M=urn:rtn:msg:20181107150240d5123e341cd74035b54b6eaa3710p0na&R=34L17LEMOXHJM&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F91-0859951&H=YBPXUTJVKAK5PWTCWANAG6YUJTMA
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=YHPN87VVYJ79&K=2ULFO5HZTK05F&M=urn:rtn:msg:20181107150240d5123e341cd74035b54b6eaa3710p0na&R=34L17LEMOXHJM&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F91-0859951&H=YBPXUTJVKAK5PWTCWANAG6YUJTMA


Winter Adult Sunday School Classes Announced 
The Commands and  
Teachings of Jesus 
 
Jesus said, “You are my 
friends if you do what I    
command” (John 15:14).   He 
also said, “If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my 
disciples” (John 8:31).  In 
John 14:15 and 23, he says, 
“If you love me, keep my 
commands. …Anyone who 
loves me will obey my teach-
ing.  My Father will love 
them, and we will come to 
them and make our home 
with them.” 
 
These are very significant 
statements, and I felt it would 
be important to devote a 
class (or a class series) to 
examining many of the   
commands and instructions 
Jesus gave us.   Each week 
we will look at a few of Jesus’ 
commands in some depth, 
and we will discuss what they 
look like in practice as we 
live our daily lives.  The    
format will be a brief teaching 
in each instruction followed 
by class discussion of how 
each applies.  Prepare to be 
challenged! 
 
Led by Dennis Carlson  
 
 
 
 
Church History 
 
Many committed, knowledge-
able believers still know little 
about the history of the 
church. As a result, they’re 
missing a testament to God’s 
steadfastness over the    
centuries. Now, a          
monumental new teaching 
series sheds crucial light on 
church history, demonstrat-

ing God’s promise to build 
and preserve his church so 
that “the gates of hell will not 
prevail against it” (Matt. 
16:18). Join Dr. W. Robert 
Godfrey as he takes believ-
ers through the lecture series 
covering theology, apologet-
ics, notable church fathers, 
and much more. 
 
We will continue with part 4 
of this series, 
 
A S U R V E Y  O F  
C H U R C H  H I ST O R Y ,  
P AR T  4  A. D .  1 6 0 0 -
1 8 0 0  
As the Protestant church car-
ried the Reformation into the 
seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, it faced numerous 
challenges from without and 
from within. Europe was wit-
nessing dramatic changes as 
the medieval world began to 
give way to the modern. Hav-
ing broken with the Roman 
Catholic Church, Protestants 
faced the prospect of ever-
deepening division among its 
own members. But despite 
the numerous threats, the 
Reformed church pressed 
forward. In this series, join 
Dr. W. Robert Godfrey as he 
surveys the history of the 
Reformed church in the Eng-
lish-speaking world. You will 
study the Puritans from Eng-
land to New England. You 
will also meet such notable 
figures as John and Charles 
Wesley, George Whitefield, 
and Jonathan Edwards, all of 
whom played major roles in 
the First Great Awakening. 
 
Facilitator:  JP Wilcox 
 
 
 
 
 

Truth On Trial 
 
What happens to truth      
because of sin? Scientists 
have claimed that the       
evidence for creation is    
inconclusive, but the Bible 
says God created everything, 
and from nothing! 
 
Jesus said, “He who is on the 
side of truth listens to Me.” to 
which Pilate commented, 
“what is truth?” (John 18:37-
38). There is a story to be 
told about how we go from 
absolute truth to relativism. 
 
This class will look at the 
story of truth from the      
Garden of Eden to the end of 
the millennial reign of Christ, 
and provide the foundation 
by which we can interpret 
what is going on in our world 
today. We will look at the 
Creation/Evolution debate 
and/because of our God-
given foundation, show that 
there is overwhelming      
evidence for creation. As 
Christians, we begin with 
God? We will also look at 
U.S. history in this same light 
to reveal how to recognize 
God’s activity in our lives. We 
will also tie in some basic 
Christian psychology to show 
how the connection with truth 
is lost (or preserved). 
 
The central purpose of this 
class is to show the critical 
role God’s Word plays in 
building and maintaining the 
Christian walk. Come with 
your questions and doubts, 
but mostly come to have your 
Christian life challenged and 
supported. 
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2016.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2016.18
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